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WT/NIH STUDENTSHIP NOTES 03/14
WELLCOME TRUST/NIH FOUR-YEAR PhD STUDENTSHIP 
NOTES FOR GUIDANCE
	IF YOU SUBMIT THIS APPLICATION AND EITHER YOU ARE INELIGIBLE TO BE AN APPLICANT OR THE SUBJECT OF YOUR PROPOSAL DOES NOT FALL WITHIN THE TRUST’S REMIT THE TRUST RESERVES THE RIGHT NOT TO PROCESS YOUR APPLICATION.


These notes are for guidance in completing the application form.  They must be read by all those concerned with writing the application – the Student, Supervisor(s), Sponsor and the Head of Department in which the work will be undertaken.

General Information

· The Wellcome Trust's ten year Strategic Plan (2010-2020), Extraordinary Opportunities, (http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/About-us/Strategy/index.htm
) outlines what the Trust aims to achieve over this period.

· The Wellcome Trust's vision is to achieve extraordinary improvements in human and animal health. In view of the overwhelming evidence that both active and passive smoking of tobacco are injurious to health, the Wellcome Trust is unwilling to fund applications from individuals applying for, holding, or employed under, a research grant from the tobacco industry.

· The Wellcome Trust does not normally consider support for the extension of professional education or experience, nor for the care of patients.

· For the Wellcome Trust’s policy on funding for clinical trials, please refer to the Wellcome Trust’s website (www.wellcome.ac.uk/clinicaltrials).

· The Wellcome Trust does not supplement support provided by other funding bodies.

· The Wellcome Trust will not award grants to cover expenditure already incurred.

· The Wellcome Trust will fund the directly incurred costs of a research project and fund other costs when it helps us to further our charitable mission.  Further information is available from the Wellcome Trust’s website.

· The grant will be cash-limited at the point of award.

· A copy of the conditions under which grants are awarded is available from the Wellcome Trust’s website (www.wellcome.ac.uk/fundingpolicy) and must be read in conjunction with the application form.

· The Wellcome Trust's willingness to consider the application in no way implies that support will be forthcoming.

· You are expected to inform the Wellcome Trust if you subsequently decide to submit this or a similar proposal to another funding body whilst this application is still being considered by the Wellcome Trust.  Non-compliance may lead to refusal to consider the application.  If applicants request funding for the same costs on more than one application to the Wellcome Trust at any one time, they must make this clear in their application.

Eligibility
The Applicant, UK Supervisor and Sponsor must check their eligibility to apply to the Wellcome Trust (please see website or contact the Wellcome Trust).

If there are any ties on intellectual property rights or publications arising from the research you undertake, please contact the Wellcome Trust for advice.  Restrictions on intellectual property may affect your eligibility to apply to the Wellcome Trust.

Code of Conduct

Members of the Wellcome Trust's Advisory Committees are required to abide by a 'Code of Conduct' which is designed to protect and preserve the integrity of our advisors and our processes.  This code of conduct dictates that Committee members may not discuss any aspect of the deliberations or recommendations of the committee with applicants and that they must refuse any requests for information as to how a particular decision was reached.

Applicants or their colleagues must never attempt to contact a Committee member or Governor to discuss any aspect of an application or the decision reached on it.  All such requests must be referred to the Wellcome Trust.

Application Procedures

When received, this application will be subject to the Wellcome Trust's normal selection procedure and will be considered in competition with other applications.

Notes on Completing the Form
Applications must be completed in a typeface of adequate size.  These guidance notes are an example of an acceptable 11 point Arial font; the typeface used must be no smaller than this.  Answers are to be restricted to the text boxes provided; the text boxes will extend automatically as you type.  Any word limits must be adhered to.
Abbreviations should not be used unless fully explained.

The application must be complete in itself; no additional pages will be accepted unless specific instruction is given.

Applications which do not conform to this and/or are not suitable for reproduction will be returned.  Incorrectly completed forms may lead to a delay in consideration.  Applications which cannot be read easily will be returned to the applicant for resubmission.

NOTES FOR SUBMISSION

The Wellcome Trust must receive:
· an electronic copy of the form (as a Word document) and each accompanying document sent to wtnih@wellcome.ac.uk; and
· one hard copy of the form (including original signatures) sent to WT/NIH Four-year PhD Studentships, Wellcome Trust, Gibbs Building, 215 Euston Road, LONDON NW1 2BE.
The application form and all accompanying documents should not exceed 10MB.
Feedback

If you have a general question about the application procedure, please call 

+44 (0)20 7611 5757, or e-mail: sciencegrants@wellcome.ac.uk.

Definition of terms

Please refer to the Wellcome Trust’s website for details.

ABBREVIATIONS used in the form

NIH

US National Institutes of Health
HEFC
Higher Education Funding Council
NHS

National Health Service

NOTES RELATING TO QUESTIONS ON THE FORM

Undertakings

These must be signed by:

· the Applicant, the Supervisor and the Sponsor/Head of Department in the UK/RoI Host Organisation;

· the Secretary or Finance Officer of the Host Organisation in the UK;

· the Supervisor (Mentor) at the NIH; and

· the IC Scientific Director at the NIH.

SUPERVISORS AND SPONSOR
Applicants must provide details of his/her UK & NIH supervisors and UK sponsor (if different to UK supervisor).
Q4
CURRICULUM VITAE OF APPLICANT

(d)
Details of current and previous research experience

Please describe the research questions studied, not just the techniques performed.
Q7
RELATED APPLICATIONS

(a)
You are required to inform the Wellcome Trust of the result of any other application immediately it is known. If offered an award by another funding body whilst this application is being considered by the Wellcome Trust, applicants are required to inform the Wellcome Trust of the offer and will normally be required to take a decision on that award within one month.
(c)
Resubmission

Applicants must contact the Wellcome Trust’s staff before resubmitting an application.
Q8
CURRICULUM VITAE OF SUPERVISORS 
(d)
Source of personal salary support
If source of personal salary support is indicated as “other” and is commercial, please submit the following additional information with the application in order that Wellcome Trust staff may verify your eligibility (for UK supervisors only):

(i) copies of any agreements between the company, yourself and/or your employer;

(ii) a written statement from the commercial body indicating that there are no ties on intellectual property which arise from research you undertake, nor any restrictions on publications.
(f)
Relationship of current application to other work in the supervisor’s laboratory
In this section, the supervisor should set out the way in which the applicant and the research project would relate to other work going on in the supervisor’s laboratory.  The supervisor should describe how the project is similar to other ongoing work and the extent to which it is a new development.

This section should include a clear statement of the proportion of the supervisor’s working time which will be devoted to supervision of the applicant.
(j)
Subsequent careers of students supervised
This information is extremely valuable to the Trust and full details should be provided if they are available.
Q9
DETAILS OF UK SPONSOR (if different to UK supervisor)
(b)
Expected date of termination

The termination date of the contract of employment of the sponsor must be later than the end of the proposed studentship.

(d)
Source of personal salary support
If source of personal salary support is indicated as “other” and is commercial, please submit the following additional information with the application in order that Wellcome Trust staff may verify your eligibility:

(i) copies of any agreements between the company, yourself and/or your employer;

(ii) a written statement from the commercial body indicating that there are no ties on intellectual property which arise from research you undertake, nor any restrictions on publications.
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The Wellcome Trust is a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 210183. Its sole trustee is The Wellcome Trust Limited,
a company registered in England and Wales, no. 2711000 (whose registered office is at 215 Euston Road, London NW1 2BE, UK).
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