
What is the Wellcome Global Monitor?
• Wellcome is funding the largest global study into how 

people around the world think and feel about science 
and health.

• The survey asks how much science interests people 
and how much they trust it. It also asks about specific 
areas of science that are important to improving global 
health, for example, vaccinations.

• More than 140,000 people from over 140 countries  
were surveyed throughout 2018. The scale of this 
international study enabled us to include a variety of 
cultures, languages, and people of varied literacy to 
ensure the questions could be understood by everyone.

• The final questionnaire is about 30 questions on  
a variety of attitudes towards science and health, 
including: knowledge of and engagement with science, 
trust in science and scientists, science & society andthe 
intersection of science with religion and vaccine 
confidence.

• The Wellcome Global Monitor is part of the Gallup  
World Poll survey, which has been running since 2005.

How can I benefit from the Wellcome 
Global Monitor?
• Currently scientists, funders and policy makers have 

limited evidence about global attitudes to science  
and health.

• Better understanding of these attitudes will help 
scientists, funders and policy makers to promote debate 
and frame proposals for action on how to improve 
engagement and trust in science and health programmes.

• This evidence can help to improve policies and funding 
provided to help countries around the world engage  
in science & health, and help researchers consider the 
social and cultural context of their work.

• The evidence should also help to stimulate further 
conversations and research, often deeper and  
more localised.
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 What’s happening?
• We have published a report describing how we worked 

with Gallup to develop and test the survey, which 
included a literature review and expert interviews.

• The questions were translated into 145 languages and 
were included as part of the 2018 Gallup World Poll. 
Each questionnaire took about 10 minutes (when asked 
in English).

• Cognitive testing, asking respondents how they 
interpreted the questions and why they answered as 
they did, was conducted in a range of countries (India, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Nigeria, South Africa and Colombia).

• The questionnaire was piloted in ten countries (China, 
Colombia, Egypt, France, India, Kenya, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Thailand and Vietnam).

• The survey was rolled out in over 140 countries, 
delivered in face-to-face or telephone interviews to  
all respondents over an eight-month period in 2018.

• The raw data and trends report will be available to 
download from June 2019.

How can I get involved?
• The full dataset and findings will be available from  

June 2019, and Wellcome intends to conduct another 
Global Monitor in 2020.

• For more information, visit wellcome.ac.uk/monitor

• We’d like to collaborate with scientists, funders and policy 
makers to stimulate further research and local discussions 
of the Global Monitor. Please share this with interested 
parties and let us know if they’d like to connect.

• Follow @WellcomeTrust on Twitter for updates on the 
Global Monitor and other Wellcome activites.
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The world’s largest study into attitudes towards 
science & health launches June 2019. 


