
 

 

 

Consensus statement from the sponsors of the Weatherall Report ‘The use 

of non-human primates in research’ 

 

We thank Sir David Weatherall FRS FMedSci and the members of the working group 

for their report ‘The use of non-human primates in research’. This report provides a 

timely and unique synthesis of information across a diverse and fragmented 

evidence base. In reviewing the areas where non-human primate research is 

focused, the report examines the nature of the research questions involved, their 

broad scientific and medical importance and the current state of progress in other 

approaches.  

 

The report identifies a strong case for maintaining work on non-human primates for 

defined research questions of particular biological or medical importance. We will 

continue to support the use of non-human primates for carefully selected research 

questions, according to a rigorous assessment of the welfare of the animals, the 

potential scientific and medical benefits and the availability of other approaches in 

each case.  

 

Our organisations are committed to following up the report’s recommendations and 

our individual responses outline the steps we will take towards their 

implementation. We support the report’s call for a more integrated approach to UK 

non-human primate research. We welcome the development of a national strategic 

approach for the use of non-human primates in research, to be led by Government 

and bringing together government departments, scientists, industry, animal welfare 

organisations, regulators, research funders and other stakeholders. This initiative 

will consider improvements in networks between existing facilities and the 

establishment of specialised centres (‘centres of excellence’), among other issues. 

We are ready to work with Government, the NC3Rs and others to develop this 

strategy as soon as is reasonably feasible. 

 

This report provides both a better documented basis for future debate on the use of 

non-human primates in research and a stimulus for action. We will continue our 

work with partners and stakeholders to implement the report’s recommendations 

and to scrutinise progress, particularly the development of a national strategic 

approach for the use of non-human primates, over the coming months and years.   
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